
HEY, NEIGHBOR!
Neighborhoods are much more than just a collection of houses
and streets; they are the social fabric of our daily lives that offer
connection, safety, and a sense of belonging.

1. A Built-In Sense of Community
Humans thrive on social connection. Whether it is a friendly wave
across the garden fence, a chat over a cup of coffee, or
recognizing a familiar face on an evening walk, our
neighborhoods provide an immediate way to feel connected.
Engaged neighborhoods work to turn a group of strangers into a
trusted circle.

2. Safety and Peace of Mind
A good neighborhood creates an environment where people look
out for one another. Active eyes on the street, well-lit sidewalks,
and community support systems give neighbors the comfort to
enjoy the outdoors, let children play, and rest easier at night.

3. Gather, Connect, and Relax
Neighborhoods support Third Spaces:  parks/green spaces, local
libraries, cafes, shops, and community centers where people can
gather and relax. They serve as neutral, affordable, and
welcoming grounds that foster informal conversation, and a
sense of belonging among both regulars and newcomers. By
encouraging face-to-face interaction and strengthening
community bonds, third places play a vital role in reducing
loneliness and supporting public well-being.

4. Resilience Through Hard Times
When life brings unexpected challenges, a supportive
neighborhood steps up. From shoveling a neighbor's driveway
after a heavy snowfall to sharing meals or checking in on older
residents, the mutual care found in an neighborhood builds
resilience.
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Announcing the 2026 Neighborhood Heroes

Thursday, November 5, 
5-7:30 pm

at Venue 404
gohni.org/events/2026-
neighborhood-heroes/

What to expect:
5:00-6:15 pm Music, Games, and Raffles
6:15-6:45 pm Buffet Dinner 
6:45-7:15 pm Awards Presentation
7:15-7:30 pm Raffle Winners & Closing

All funds raised go directly back to our neighborhoods to support social events,
communication, and reinvestment projects and Good Neighbor (curb appeal) Grants.
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What is happening in 
November & Beyond:

Each Neighborhood has the opportunity to
utilize up to $1,000 for Community Building &
Engagement to help support events and social
connectedness in neighborhoods. 

1.To apply for funding, fill out the form HERE.
2.After your event, record volunteer planning

hours, number of participants, pictures, the
sign-in sheet and receipts for
reimbursement HERE.  

Also in this form is the the location where
quarterly volunteer hours are submitted. 
This information can be found on our website
here:  https://gohni.org/community-
building-engagement/
It doesn’t have to be fancy, time-intensive or
expensive to connect with neighbors. It just
takes someone like you to take that first step,
because.....

Great Neighborhoods Start With You!

Community Building and
Engagement

Alliance Meeting
Monday, November 9, 6 - 7 pm 

Oshkosh Public Library Lower Level

OHN Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 11, 7:30-9 am 

OACF Board Room

Purposeful Pour
Thursday, December 3, 5-7:30 pm

Gibson’s Lobby Bar
537 N. Main Street

Alliance Holiday Party
Monday, December 14

St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church 
Leannah Hall - 519 Knapp St

Spring Rally
“Every Garden Tells a Story”

Saturday, April 24, 2027, 9 am - 12 noon
Menominee Elementary Atrium 

overlooking Millers Bay

The Neighborhood Alliance is made up of a
leader or two from each neighborhood. The
Alliance meets on the second Monday of the
month to share resources and information and
to allow for peer to peer exchange. 
Monday, November 9,  6-7 pm Kathy Griese from
the City Economic Development will discuss the
housing loans and incentive programs that are
opening again in January.
https://www.oshkoshwi.gov/PlanningServices/
HousingLoansAndIncentives.aspx
December 14 will be our Alliance Holiday Party.
Details to follow.

Neighborhood Alliance 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoaQTPkiBN8d9hh98SrfZXx57lfLAByz7_F0laZ-CLP92j_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJGPphLe5dGxCoq5z4gMN0ul3cVyOflwNjctLdoYE5X6Tq8g/viewform
https://gohni.org/community-building-engagement/
https://gohni.org/community-building-engagement/
https://gohni.org/alliance-meetings/
https://www.oshkoshwi.gov/PlanningServices/HousingLoansAndIncentives.aspx
https://www.oshkoshwi.gov/PlanningServices/HousingLoansAndIncentives.aspx
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Good Neighbor Grant Update
Our Good Neighbor Grant Season is getting close to the end.  Good fall weather is allowing
contractors to continue working on projects.  Our numbers continue to show that homeowners
are investing more than four times the amount given by the grant which is a wonderful return on
investment.  We appreciate the homeowners who have made a commitment to improving their
property and neighborhood.  Here are three examples of projects completed in October.  What a
difference a new front porch makes! Thank you homeowners for investing in your property!



Neighborhood Updates
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As of October 28, OHN staff have worked with
five new neighborhoods that have formed in
2026, for a grant total of 30 neighborhoods!

South-Park Rugby
Merrill
Jefferson (9 , Oregon, South Park, & Ohio)th

Old Westside (9 , Koeller, Witzel, & Sawyer)th

Labyrinth: (South Park, Oregon, 16 , & Ohio)   th

The last three have not received formal
recognition yet, so are not on the map.
Other new areas interested in forming are:

Abbey/Graceland: 9th, Westhaven, Witzel,
and Washburn
Area around North High School:
boundaries not determined

If you know anyone in these areas, please
contact us. 

This month we will celebrate our 2026 Neighborhood Heroes, but you
are all HEROES in the work you do to elevate our neighborhoods and
community.  We are grateful for and celebrate YOU!  It doesn't have to
be a large act to make a difference.  Every time you reach out to a
neighbor, wave and give a smile, connect over a cup of coffee &/or
visit outside while raking, you are making a difference.  Thank you for
all you do to build engagement in our neighborhoods.

Duplex Project Update
Progress continues at the build-site for the duplex at 502 & 502A Madison
Street.  We now have a garage!  We have a webpage that gives more
information about that project. https://gohni.org/asset-management/   
We are still planning on early spring for renters to move in.

https://gohni.org/asset-management/


Community Resources
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If you or someone you know needs help with
yard clean-up, visit by November 2:

https://forms.gle/8iLevaNKrga7TLX19 
to register for assistance!

You may also use this link to volunteer to help.
*Priority is given to older adults and adults

with disabilities

Thank‌Thank‌you!‌you!‌
Thank you to Sometimes at Pioneer Island for

sponsoring our Good Neighbor Day Celebration.  
We were able to raise $300 for Community Building

and Engagement neighborhood funds.  
Thank you to everyone who attended!  

We appreciate your support! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSPyvqAyLt0k0UmMZbc0AXtPNpZursXNI1BszigUjOgIzl2A/viewform
https://www.sometimesoshkosh.com/

